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2 MAID. on __—_ ben of the fub- | 


to the armies of Francs, the time they 
were approaching to the heart of the Here- 
ditary States; produced the preliminary 
| negociations at Loben, and thus laid the | 
foundation of the treaty which was after- 
wards concluded at Campo Formio. The 


Emperor, truſting that the French Govern- 
| {A 3 wen 


*. 


ment really. entertained that © anxious debe 


for peace, of which, by its affurances on a1 | 
hands, it had been ſo ſolicitous to impreſs | 
the conyiftion, believed that, in effeQuating 
a peace for his own ſubjects, even at the 
expence of conſiderable ſacrifices, he was | 


paving the way for the reſtoration of general 


* 


tranquility i in Europe. 

The concluſion of peace was, of courſe, | 

+ to be followed by the eſtabliſhment of 'diplo- 
1 - matic intercourſe between the Goverments. 
| But no previous amicable arrangement had 

yet taken Place, relative to thoſe departures 5 
from received uſage, which the French Mi- 

" niſters had inſiſted on at almoſt all the courts | 
to which they had peen ſent, and Which 
were probably to be demanded here; when 


unexpected 


the 2 of Vienna were furprized by the 


unexpected arrival of General Bernadette. 
This Ambaſſador, unpradtiſed in the diplo- 
matie buſineſs, accuſtomed only to war, 
found himſelf i in the neceſſity of depending 
for almoſt every thing on his ſecretaries and 
| aides-de-camp 3 5 ho appeared as little ſatis- 
fied with the military violence of his charac- 
ter, as he was with their preſumptuous and 
arrogant conduct. He conſtrained himſelf, | 
at leaſt in the beginning, to aſſume a polite 
and obliging manner. But his ſuite by no 
means manifeſted the ſame diſpoſition" It 
conſiſted of a troop of rude and inconſiderate 
. young perſons, who, without regard to the 
rights of nations and the bonds of ſociety, 
ridiculed all that, in the eyes of other * 
tions, is ſacred and reſpectable; vilified 


_—_ n that differed from what they had 
A4 Os +"... mae 


% 


- 


been wocaflouned 1 to ſee i in their own country; 


indulged in boaſtful language; ; and, in ſhort, 


diſcovered: no inclination to unite. cloſer the 


ties of friendſhip between the two powers. : 


| Men of conſideration. and foreſight ſoon per- 


_ ceived the tendency. of ſuch proceedings, 
and, foreboded an unfortunate reſult. But 


the good nature of the inhabitants of Vienna 


bore with the arrogance of theſe young men, 


aſeribing it to their age, and their want of 


experience and education. And the Empe- 5 


ror's Miniſters, hoping for a remedy from 


time, and from the diſcernment of the French 
Government, paſſed over with indulgence 


many inſolences, behaved towards the Em- 


| baſh with forbearance and moderation, and 


| treated it with complacency and conde- 5 


Ceenfon. It is impoſſible that: that Goyern- 
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bs 
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9 


ment could have been acquainted with the 
perſonal qualities of thoſe whom it appoint- 
ed to compoſe it's embaſly here; otherwiſe | 
it would never have fixed it's choice upon 
perſons fo little qualified to preſerve and to 
confirm the good underſtanding between the 
two powers, and to acquire eſteem for the 
nation to which they belonged. 
| But affairs did not remain long even in this 
ſrbintiba The condutt of the Ambaſſador 


became daily more encroaching, and the in! 
ſolence of his ſuite more inſupportable. They 


avoided, with marked averſion, all intercourſe 
with Percddun of reſpectability, and confined 
their ſociety to rejected fugitives, and to a few 
foreigners, who paid with ingratitude the 
country who had received them with hoſpitality 


and kindneſs, 115 


It 
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BY . as if this embaſſy had 4 


dhe reſolution, coſt what it would, to divide * 


4 the two powers. After that numberleſs pre- 
| tenſions and importunities had been, with 
os prudent moderation, partly ſatisfied and 
partly declined, by the Emperor's Miniſtry, the 
Ambaſſador, and thoſe about him, believed the f 
moment at hand, in which they might either 
produce diſſenſions among the peaceable i in- 
Ti babitants of Vienna, or, in caſe they ſhould 
Al of ſucceſs, might gain a plauſible pretext 
for quitting the place, and exciting freſh miſ- 
| underſtandings between the two governments. 
The following hiſtorical relation will place 
in 2a clear point of view, this plan, and the 
means they had recourſe to to execute it. 8 
How little did they know the attachment 
and fidelity of the Auſtrian ſubjeQs to their 
beloved 


. 


beloved Sovereign! How greatly did they 
: miſcalculate, in expecting to repeat in Vienna | 
thoſe : ſcenes of atrocity, which, unhappily, 

in other capitals had been prepared by emiſ- 
ſaries, and executed by reſtleſs and. hot- 


= 


. 


headed young men. . 
On the leth and 13th of April, General | 
11 drew from the bankers of this 
Place, all the money for which he had credit. 
He declared to the director of the theatres, that 
he could not accept a box, which was offered 
him, in conſequence of a deſire he had expreſſ- 
ol, ſome time before, becauſe he intended 
ſoon to leave Vienna. He ordered a flag to 
be ſecretly made, and hurried the workmen, 
with the moſt anxious importunity, to have it 
ready by the 13th of April, in the afternoon; 


; declaring, that otherwiſe it would be of no 
| ſervice 


12 


ſervice to "OE Had theſe workmen, agreea- 2 
bly to their duty, announced to the magiſtracy | 
the order for this ſingular work, perhaps this 
attempt alſo would have remained fruitleſs. 
| But every thing was carried on in the utmoſt 
ſtillneſs; and, accordingly, on the 1 3th of 
April, the public was ſurpriſed by an UNEX- 
pedted appearance. 
| In the evening, about feven o'clock, Gene- 
ral Bernadotte hung out, from the balcony of | 
his houſe, a three coloured flag of lib erty, four 
yards in length, extending far i into the ſtreet. 
Any perſon Who has refided i in capitals 40 
| eaſily form to himſelf an idea- of the effect pro- 
duced byſo ſtriking a phenomenon. Thoſe who 5 
firſt obſerved it ſtopped, and gazed with aſto- 
niſhment at the unuſual ſpeak; ; neither the 


G e occafion 


13 


occaſion nor the objea of which" Pang were 
0 to divine. 
But when the number of ſpectators in- 
creaſed, and had began to make inquiries re- 
lative to the cauſe of an appearance ſo novel 
and extraordi inary in' this. country, a variety | 
of opinions were immediately formed. Some 
conſidered it as a bloody flag, which announc- 
ed war; others as. an inſult offered, in defi- 
ance of the Emperor, to the Auſtrian nation; 5 
and others as a fignal for inſurrection. 
The people were confirmed in theſe conjec- | 
tures, by a report which ſpread itſelf among 
them, that the wor © LIBERTY,” 'and * EQUA= 
LITY,” were written in German characters 
upon the flag; a miſtake which, on account of 
the approach of night, could not be imme- 
diately rectified. 


A nu- 


A numerous crowd of all claſſes Wag now * 
Y ſembled before the Ambaſſador's houſe, and, 

1 irxitated by the offenfive conduftof the ſervants, 
| who remained atthe gate, and by the inſulting 
behaviour of thoſe who appeared on the balcony, 
had begun to expreſs aloud theit- diſpleaſure. 


The: Chief: Director of the Police, and the 


£1 Colonel of the town guard; informed of the 


| Saure, inſtantly haſtened t the place, 


| attended- by ſeveral: officers and member of 


; the police, an employed all their eloquence 


to engage che multitude peaceably to with- 4 


draw. The reſpect univerſally borne to theſe 
two characters would probably have given 


effect to their endeavours, had not General 


; Bernadotte, with furious air; graſping * 


one band the handle of his Tabre, and clinch- 


Ms the other, run to the gate, and 7 offen- 
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ive menaces and vulgar abuſe, driven to ex- 
tremity the rage of the people. According to 
the information, highly deſerving of credit, of 
the Chief Director of the Police, and of ſeveral 


eye-witneſles, the General was in a ſituation, 7 


which appeared to have its origin in an in- 
dulgence little ſuited to the. character of a 
man of any education, and leaſt of all to that 
of a man of his rank. 8 Fu, Fatal 
The ſcene now PORE a more Mus ap- 


pearance. | The increaſing crowd began to 


be more vehement, and peremptorily to de- 


mand the removal of the flag. In vain was 
General Bernadotte intreated to withdraw it. 
In vain did the Colonel of the town guard, 
accompanied by an officer, proceed to the 4 
| Ambaſſador's apartment, in order to induce 
him, for the fake of quelling the tumult, to 


order 


n 


| » 7 


order the heul flag to be ubs down, 
| General Bernadotte received the Colonel with 


the moſt injurious menaces, and forgot all the 


reſpect which he owed to the character of this 


gentleman, and to the office which he filled. 
The officers of the Police ſent for pickets of ca- 
valry and infantry, which arrived with the great 


| eſt expedition, and prevented as much as poſſi- 


ble the increaſe of the crowd ; but were no 


5 longer Ae to clear the ſtreets, where the peo- 


| ple, more and more irritated by the inſulting 


=- threats directed againſt them, began to aſſail 


5 with ſtones the windows of General Bema- 
ps! | dotte* 8 hotel. He had, in the mean while, | 
' . ſhut the gate; but the efforts of the peo- 
Ee 1s ple continued, notwithſtanding all the re. | 
preſentations of the officers of the Police ; 


4 5 2d * erer. who reſpett the. Ti ights 
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| of nations, even when they are violated with 
regard to him, gave orders to the: mulitary de- 
partment” to march out the garriſon, and to 
ſhut the town gates; and to the civil depart- ; 
5 ment, to take ſuch meaſures as were beſt 
adapted for the ſpeedy reſtoration of tran- 
e 9 52 5 
The French Ambaſſador, when he Ga 
| himſelf reduced to this extremity, wrote a 
threatening letter to the Emperor“ s Miniſter 
for Foreign Affairs, in which he allowed him- 
ſelf to call the crowd, collected before his 
| houſe, a licentious rabble, and demanded, in 
the middle of the night, inſtantaneous amt © 
peremptory fatisfa&tion. | 85 
He received, in return, the verhad! aſſurance 
that ery exertion. would be made to reſtore 
— tranquility.” "To "4 ſecond note. he received | 


1 


| : | j Li 
1 


the fame aflurance in a written anſwer: and 
- Baron Degelman, deſtined to be his Imperial 
Majeſty s. Miniſter at Paris, penetrated, with 
difficulty and danger, to the Ambaſſador's 
apartment, and ſpent with him the greateſt | | 
. of this turbulent night. 

- Whilſt the different departments were oc- 


eupied, i in purſuing the requiſite meaſures, for 


1 quelling the diſturbance, one of the crowd 


climbed up to the balcony, and threw down. 
che flag. This was partly burnt and partly | 
torn, and what remained of it, accompanied | 
| by a crowd of people, was carried to the 
; main-guard, fore, to prevent further ſcenes, 
i it was depoſited by the commanding officer. 
Now. that the people had proceeded ſo far, 
it is not ſurpriſing, that, Provoked t to the ut- 
py” wog, as they x were, by the e and in- 
| | Guſt 
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ſult they had experienced from the Ambaſ: . 

ſador's houſe, they ſhould have followed ſtill 
further the impulſe of their reſentment. Be- 
fore the reinforcements of cavalry and grena- 
diers could arrive from the diſtant ſuburbs, : 
the gate of the houſe where the Ambaſſador 
lodged was burſt open; the windows and the 
kitchen furniture in the apartments on the 


5 ground floor were deſtroyed; two carriages 


were damaged and carried off: theſe how- | 
ever were afterwards ſecured by the guard, 
It was with extreme difficulty that the military 
was able to occupy the principal ſtaircaſe, to 
prevent the people from forcing into the Am- : 
baſſador' $ apartment, and to protect from dan- 

ger as well his perſon as his ſuite ; which 
5 was the more to be apprehended for them, as 
BS... a 


. mY 
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ſeveral mots were fired by his ſuite upon the 


| „ | _pdoþdng though happily without any effect. 
At length, after two o'clock in the morning, 5 


tranquility was again reſtored. For greater 


precaution, the entrances of the ſtreet which 
4 Ip Fed led to the Ambaſſador 5 houſe, remained the 
* next day (che 14th). occupied by troops ; 
ES, the garriſon continued under arms; and there | 

: immediately appeared a proclamation by the 
3 Miniſter of Police, in which, by order of 
f His Majeſty, in that paternal tone, with 
which this monarch conſtantly ſpeaks to his 
4 =. ſubjects, he condemns that uſurped autho- 


t by which the people conſtituted them- 
ſeubves as judge ; exhorted them to quietneſs, 
2 and declares that the authors of any new riot 
-ſhall'be given over to the puniſhment which 


5 the laws determine for every act of violence. 


„„ The 


* 
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The French Ambaſſador kept now no longer 


to any form, to any exiſting. ulage among 


nations. On the 14th April, in the morning, 
although the adjacent ſtreets were full filled 
with people, whom curioſity had drawn. thi-, 
ther, he lent. one of his officers, without t. tak-, 
ing any previous meaſures for his ſafefy, with 
a letter directly to the Emperor. In this 


15 letter he peremptorily inſiſted on receiving * 


paſſportt to quit the country. It was anſwered 
in polite and obliging terms by Count Colle 

redo, the Cabinet Miniſter. In the after- ' 
noon of the ſame Lf Count Saurace- and 


Baron Degelman were ſent by His Imperial 
Majeſty to diſcuſs the buſineſs with the Am 
baſſador, and to explain any miſunderſtand 
| ing that might have ariſen. But, although 
_ the town had again enjoyed its uſual tran- 

1D 3 © * 


, 15 N FT 
iy; he phtfiſted: with vehemetics in his. 


. 


determination to depart. . 
5 The paſſport which he demanded Was | 
then granted to him. Even a requeſt which 
he brought forward, to have a meſſenger, 
whom he was about to diſpatch, accom- 5 
Panied by an Imperial Officer, was alſo come 
. plied with. And he himſelf and his ſuite 
ſet out about noon on the 15th April, amidſt 
a croud of quiet ſpectators, for Raſtadt. He 
received at his departure all the military ho- 
5 nours due to his rank, and, by his expreſs 
deſire, was eſcorted by ® conſiderable * 
of horſe. oy 8 . | 
N Aly u now remains to o ſabjoin ſome con- 
giderations on this remarkable occurrence in 
35 diplomatic hiſtory, of which the annals - of | 
b Vienna, diſtinguiſhed for the | peaceable ſpirit _ 
e 'g + © of 


93 


of its inhabitants, do not furniſh another in» 
dance. 115 OI e 
1. Was the French Ambaifador ever r ju: 
tiſied in introducing at the Court, to which 
he was accredited, ſuch innovations, as, ac- 
cording to the ideas there entertained, could 
only be looked upon as an of diſcord and 
infurrection? 

2. Was he juſtified in introducing any 
conſpicuous, and, i in its conſequences, impor- 
tant innovation, without previous agreement 
with the Imperial Court, which had engaged 
with the French Republic, by the 25d act 
of the treaty of Campo Formio, that 'ce- 
| remony, rank, and etiquette in the intercourſe | 
between the two powers, ſhould remain on 
the footing on which they were before the 
war? The former French Ambaſſadors were- 
B 4 „„ 


2 


* ; 
: — 


never inelined to 1 in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree from any of their rights; but they, on 


no occaſion, | diſplayed i in Vienna even their 


Sovereign s arms. To hoiſt a wn * 0 


never have permitted themſelves. 


8. Did he Aft prudently 1 in permitting him- 


ag ſuch innovations, at, the Court to which 


he was ſent, as muſt excite againſt him. the 


will, and diſtruſt both of the row itſelf, 
and of the whole nation? 3 | | 

4. If an Imperial Ambaſſador were to \ hoiſt 
an Imperial flag in Paris, would he experi- 8 
ence from the French Government the ſame 


moderation—the ſame protection for his per- 


| ſonal ſafety, which General Bernadotte re- 


ceived from the Auſtrian Government; ? 


Would the erte of: Paris have © proceeded 
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to no greater lengths! in their violence; than 


the people of Vienna? Would not the Im- 
, perial Miniſter have i in that caſe incurred the” 


juſt reſentment of his Court, for having pur- 
poſely, or with levity, e himſelf to in- 


| ſult and abuſe? _ 87 | 
5. What view could the Ambaſſador 18 
in hanging out a flag, which, according to our 


ideas, is a ſignal of alarm, fince it is the Prac- 


5 tice to hoiſt it on fteeples on the breaking out 
of fires > Even according g to the ideas prevalent 
N in France, the expreſſion—faire flotter le dra 


peau tricolor—announces the expreſſion of 


conqueſt, or the appropriation of territory: : 


With what eyes then muſt tuch an FIN of 


temerity be looked upon here Fi 


7 


6. For 
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dotte . with him foin many young men 


5 without experience and knowledge of the 
world? Of what ſervice were ſeveral Aides- 

© de-camp to be with him in a diplomatic miſ- 
fion, in which he had not a fingle ſoldier in 


kd; mor a . ane; At to 


bi 7. „ Was it prudent in the PP 
Was it conſiſtent with the natural object of a 
5 meſſenger of peace, to chooſe for his attend- 


ants a pumber of raſh, unbred young men, 


who took pains, by the liſcentiouſneſs and 


inſolence of their conduct, to excite univerſal 


offence and reſentment? | 
8. What could be General Bernadotte' 5 


_ Plans, v when he was making arrangements be» 
255  foreband 
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forehand for quitting this capital, when; ab 
ready, on the 18th of April (before he yet had 
drawn on himſelf the diſpleaſure of the peo- 
ple of Vienna, by the hoiſting of his flag) he 
was preparing for immediate departure? 
3 Why did not General Bernadotte, if 
his views were innocent, apprize the Empe - 
ror's Miniſtry of his purpoſe Why did he 
order the flag to be prepared in ſecret and 
why did he wait to hoiſt it oof for the bp ponent | 
of twilight? n | 
10. Why did genes W inſtead . 
of giving way to the univerſal diſpleaſure, 
or demanding with diſcretion and propriety 
the aſſiſtance of the Government, ſeek to 

provoke. the public againſt himſelf with me- 
| nace and abuſe ? Why, inſtead of thanking 
| Ys the 
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1 | 4 military Go the, . afforded, 
15 n nim, did he ſend for the Colonel of the 
ton guard, and the Chief Director of the 
ly bt Police, with the omiſſion of the reſpect due 

to them Why did be hazard the raſh 

0 experiment of fring, by his ſuite, upon the 
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people? Let the Whole world here be judge, 


5 aud anſwer. theſe queſtions. 3 
5 The author of this narration. is ee 
2 With having related the facts impartially, as : 
2 ; Ko paſſed under his eyes, and as they are 
Et. contained i in an authentic and juridical ſtate- 
3 1 —_ ment to which he has had acceſs, —He has 
bk. 5, ; . only to lament, that the embaſſy of a nation, 5 


1 which has made the abolition of arms, and of 


* all marks of diſtinction, one of its funda- 
8 n aun, would. * the [hoiſting of a 
ad mm variegated 
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variegated flag, have expoſed to the evils of 
an inſurrection the capital of a power, to 


which it had engaged its friendſhip, and 


of a number of innocent individuals. 


thus wantonly ſubjected to danger the hives ; 
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